GENERAL

Q: How many grants can | apply for? How many can | receive?

A: Short answer:

There is no limit on the number of applications that can be submitted by the same network
member. A network participant can receive up to two awards under this solicitation; a researcher
working with the network, as described below, can receive one. A network participant may also
be

able to receive funds to respond to a catastrophic stranding later in the year under a separate,
unsolicited, application.

Long answer:

The Principal Investigator is the lead organization and person listed as the technical contact,
responsible for all technical oversight and implementation of the approved work plan as
delineated in

the Statement of Work. One Principal Investigator must be listed on each project. Project
participants

or organizations that will have a significant role in conducting the project should be listed as
Coinvestigators.

Organizations or individuals that support the project, for example, network members
contributing data or materials, should be referred to as Cooperators or Collaborators.

During this grant cycle, no more than two grants responding to this solicitation will be awarded
to any network member and their organization as a Principal Investigator. Researchers associated
with

the network that are not independently authorized (through an LOA, 109(h), or identified in the
Northwest Contingency Plan) will only be eligible for one grant under this solicitation. Multiple
proposals submitted by any individual or organization must identify clearly different projects;
(e.g. one

for facility operations to support rehabilitation efforts, one for data collection), and must be
successful in

the competitive process. Network members and researchers may also be identified as Co-
investigators

or Cooperators on additional proposals, and may receive reimbursement from other successful
applicants for activities such as the conduct of analyses for the project, or the collection of
samples.

Reimbursement to a cooperating lab or researcher that does work for multiple network members
may

be identified on multiple proposals. Network members that have received 2 grants under the
competitive process described in this document will also be eligible for in-year funds for a
catastrophic

event such as a mass stranding.

Note that, as described in 15 CFR 24.24 (a) (3) (see Background Information on our
website),contributions from the applicant counted towards the 25 percent matching requirement
must

be different for each grant application submitted by an applicant; and funds from one Federal
grant

cannot be offered as matching funds for another Federal grant.



Q: Are researchers and organizations participating in stranding networks outside of the
usS

eligible for Prescott Stranding Grant Program funds, particularly for response to mortality
events that may have been caused by US activities?

A: No. The Marine Mammal Rescue Assistance Act and its legislative history clearly indicate
that the

purpose of this program is to provide some financial assistance to the stranding network in the
United States.

Q: Where can I find instructions and guidance regarding how to complete the grant
application

forms?

A: For those forms that require detailed information, lengthy instructions are included in the
application

package that can be downloaded from our website, at:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/prot_res/PR2/Health_and_Stranding_Response_Program/Prescott.htm. This
information can also be faxed to you if you call the Marine Mammal Health And Stranding
Response

Program staff, at 301 713-2322, or email a request to: Prescottgrantfr.comments@noaa.gov.
NOAA and NMFS employees (whether full-time, part-time, or intermittent) are not allowed to
help you prepare your application, except that the Marine Mammal Health and Stranding
Response

Program staff (at the regional or national level) may provide you with information regarding
statistics on

strandings, MMHSRP program goals and needs, ongoing programs, funding priorities, and, along
with

Federal Program Officers and Fisheries Specialists in the NOAA Grants Management Division
(301 -

713-0922), can provide information on application procedures, and completion of application
forms.

Since this is a competitive program, NMFS and NOAA employees will not provide assistance in
conceptualizing, developing, or structuring proposals, or write letters of support for any proposal.
Q: What kind of construction costs can be included in a proposal for a Prescott Grant?
A: Projects involving major new construction, such as a new facility, will not be considered.
Construction for build-outs, alterations, upgrades and renovations can be included when they
address

listed priorities

Q: Exactly what is the highest amount of Federal funds that can be awarded for any one
grant? How much must the applicant include in matching funds?

A: The awards can be up to $100,000 in Federal funds. The applicant must match up to 25% of
the

total project costs - not 25% of the Federal costs. If the Federal portion (75% of the total costs of
the

project) is $100,000, the applicant s matching costs must be at least $33,334 (25% of $133,334).
Q: The non-Federal match can consist of in-kind services. What does in-kind cost share
mean?



A: This means the applicant can include resources other than cash in their 25% share of the costs
of

the project. Examples of in-kind cost-share include the use of the applicants equipment, or staff
time

paid for by private sources, or the value of volunteer s time.

Q: What are indirect costs?

A: Costs that are incurred for common or joint objectives which, therefore, cannot be identified
specifically with a particular project are indirect . Generally, these are overhead costs or costs
for

basic operational functions (e.g., lights, rent, water, insurance). If a Prescott grant proposal is
submitted for facility operational costs in response to one of the priorities, overhead costs can
then be

considered direct costs.

Q: Can you provide further guidance on what is allowed for cost-shares?

A: General Guidelines for Using Cost Share/Match:

By definition, all contributions from the applicant are cash because they represent direct costs
to the recipient. In kind contributions are non-cash contributions from third parties (i.e., anyone
other

than the recipient).

Cost share contributions, including cash and third party in-kind, are acceptable when such
contributions meet all of the following criteria:

1) verifiable from the applicant's records.

2) not included as contributions for any other federally-assisted project/program.

3) necessary and reasonable for accomplishment of project/program objectives.

4) are allowable under the applicable cost principles

5) not paid by the Federal Government under another award, except where authorized

Values for applicant contributions of services and property are established in accordance with
the applicable cost principles. Call a Fisheries Specialist in the Grants Management Division if
you have

questions about cost principles (301 713-0922). Unrecovered indirect costs may be included as
part

of cost sharing or matching only with the prior approval of the Grants Officer.

Volunteer services furnished by professional and technical personnel, consultants, and other
skilled and unskilled labor may be counted as cost sharing or matching if the service is an
integral and

necessary part of an approved project/program. Rates for volunteer services shall be consistent
with

those paid for similar work in the recipient's organization. Paid fringe benefits that are
reasonable,

allowable, and allocable may be included in the valuation. VVolunteer services have to be
documented

and supported by the same methods used by the recipient for its own employees.

NOTE: When an employer other than the recipient furnishes the services of an employee (for
example, a university professor is allowed to conduct activities as the research director of a
private



stranding network organization during his work hours), these services shall be valued at the
employee's

regular rate of pay (plus an amount of fringe benefits that are reasonable, allowable, and
allocable, but

exclusive of overhead costs), provided these services are in the same skill for which the
employee is

normally paid.

Third party in-kind contributions may count towards satisfying a cost sharing or matching
requirement if, if the party receiving the contributions were to pay for them, the payments would
be

allowable costs.

NOTE: Some third party in-kind contributions are goods and services that, if the grantee,
subgrantee, or contractor receiving the contribution had to pay for them, the payments would
have been

an indirect cost. Costs sharing or matching credit for such contributions shall be given only if the
grantee, subgrantee, or contractor has established, along with its regular indirect cost rate, a
special rate

for allocating to individual projects or programs the value of the contributions.

Donated supplies may include such items as expendable equipment, office supplies, laboratory
supplies or workshop and classroom supplies. The value assessed has to be reasonable and may
not

exceed fair market value at the time of the donation.

Donated equipment shall not exceed its fair market value and loaned equipment may not

exceed its fair rental value at time of donation.

The value of donated space shall not exceed the fair rental value of comparable space as
established by an independent appraisal of comparable space and facilities.

Q: How will the funds be equitably distributed among the Regions?

A: Two technical panels will be conducted to review east coast and west coast applications. The
applications will be scored and will be ranked by their scores, and then divided into 5 regional
and 1

national pools (based on the priority addressed by the application). NMFS Marine Mammal
Health

and Stranding Response Program staff will meet and/or get input from the NMFS Regional
Administrators and Office Directors, the Marine Mammal Commission, and the USFWS to
develop

recommendations for equitable distribution of the Prescott Stranding Grant Program funds
among the

NMFS stranding regions. Justification for distribution will consider the results of the technical
review

panels, recent strandings statistics including the occurrence of episodic events such as El Nino, as
well

as anomalous stranding events and recent unusual mortality events. The Assistant Administrator
for

Fisheries will review the recommendations and comments of the review team and ultimately
determine



the projects to be funded.

The distribution formula chosen this year may be revised in future funding cycles. Qualified
applications during the year to address unanticipated catastrophic events, such as mass
strandings, will

be funded non-competitively and outside the equitable distribution review, likely on a first-come
firstserve

basis.

Q: What type of financial information should | provide in my budget justification?

A: The supplemental information, and particularly the budget guidelines, posted on our website,
at:

http://www .nmfs.noaa.gov/prot_res/PR2/Health_and_Stranding_Response_Program/Prescott.htm,

provides a detailed list of the types of information that should be provided.

Q: How early can I submit my Prescott Grant Proposal? If | submit my proposal early, can
it

be reviewed to ensure that | have provided all the information required?

A: You can submit your Grant Proposal at any time after the solicitation has been published and
before 5pm your local time on March 15, 2001. We recommend that you submit your application
as

early as possible to provide time for us to return incomplete applications to you for correction or
completion prior to the deadline. However, we do not have to screen applications before the
submission deadline and may not be able to do so depending upon time and available resources,
nor do

we have to give you an opportunity to correct any deficiencies that cause your application to be
rejected. For that reason, we encourage you to take great care in preparing your application
materials,

and we have provided extensive guidance materials along with the application package posted on
our

website

Q: What is the format that must be used for the Project Statement of Work?

A: The Federal Register Notice and Application package found on our website

(http://www .nmfs.noaa.gov/prot_res/PR2/Health_and_Stranding_Response_Program/Prescott.htm)

provide the outline for the narrative and describe the information that should be included.
Applicants

should use a font no smaller than Courier size 12 and the document should be no longer than 10
singlespaced

pages - not including any supporting documentation submitted (eg. maps, drawings, letters of
intent from collaborators).

Q: If I am a researcher that has been participating in the stranding network over the past 3
years through collaboration with letterholders, what must | do to show that | am eligible
for

Prescott funds?

A: A researcher must (1) have a Letter of Agreement, (2) be a designee on a Letter of Agreement,
or

(3) include a Letter of Agreement holder, 109(h) responder, or Northwest Region participant as
the



co-Investigator on your project, and hold a current letter authorizing collection of materials from
stranded marine mammals in those regions where common practice requires letters from the
Regional

Administrator or Protected Resources Office Director. If you fall under number (3), you should
include

a letter from the collaborating network participant identifying their intent to participate in the
project as a

co-Investigator. Note for proposed work beyond the normal scope of stranding network activities,
the

applicant is responsible for having or obtaining all the Federal, state, and local govemment
permits and

approvals including scientific research permits under the Endangered Species Act or Marine
Mammal

Protection Act if needed and permits or letters of agreement for work in National Marine
Sanctuaries,

National Parks, or National Seashores for activities that would be conducted on such sites. For
information on permit requirements and applications procedures, see the following website:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/prot_res/PR1/Permits/pripermits_types.html. If your application is selected,
funds will not be transferred to you until you have obtained the necessary permits to conduct your
project.

Q: What type of research would be considered beyond the scope of normal stranding
network

activities and beyond the authority of a Regional Administrator Letter, thereby possibly
requiring a research permit?

A: Collection of parts from dead stranded animals can be authorized through a letter from a
Regional

Administrator. For live animals, activities directly related to an individual animal s health
assessment,

accepted diagnostics, treatment, or monitoring are authorized under the stranding authorization
and do

not require an additional research permit. Intrusive research activities (a procedure conducted for
bona

fide scientific research involving: a break in or cutting of the skin or equivalent, insertion of an
instrument

or material into an orifice, introduction of a substance or object into the animals immediate
environment

that is likely either to be ingested or to contact and directly affect animal tissues (i.e., chemical
substances), or a stimulus directed at animals that may involve a risk to health or welfare or that
may

have an impact on normal function or behavior (i.e., audio broadcasts directed at animals that
may

affect behavior or brainstem auditory evoked responses)) conducted for reasons other than to
ensure

or confirm the well-being or rehabilitation of the individual marine mammal, requires an
additional



research permit.

Q: Since new rehabilitation facility standards are not yet available, what guidelines can be
used to assist applicants that are addressing priorities related to upgrading existing
facilities

in anticipation of the new standards?

A: The rehabilitation facility guidelines currently being drafted are expanded from the Animal
Plant and

Health Inspection Service (APHIS) marine mammal regulations. The APHIS regulations can be
found

at 9 CFR Part 3, within Subpart E, which are posted on our website in the Background
Information

section. The upcoming rehabilitation facility guidelines are likely to closely track the regulations
for

structural soundness of facilities, protection from the public, veterinary care, water quality
requirements,

and procedures related to food quality, preparation and handling, and contingency planning.
Facility

upgrades should include modifications that are consistent with these items. There is likely to be
some

variability, however, inthe guidelines regarding space requirements, quarantine, and pool size
and

depths (9 CFR Section 3.104) since the guidelines will include specifications related to the
condition of

the marine mammals being rehabilitated.

Q: What are the steps for obtaining a permit to conduct research on marine mammals that
are

being rehabilitated?

A: Intrusive research on live animals that is not part of the normal diagnostic or treatment
regimes for

animals in rehabilitation requires a Marine Mammal Protection Act or Endangered Species Act
research or enhancement permit (see website:

http://www .nmfs.noaa.gov/prot_res/PR1/Permits/prl permits_types.html ) (Contact Amy Sloan:
amy.sloan@noaa.gov for permit questions). If you are performing intrusive research on marine
mammals in rehabilitation status, the rehabilitation facility must be a registered research facility
to

APHIS. You can contact the APHIS website (www.aphis.usda.gov/ac/formrequest.html) for
questions

regarding the registration process.

Q: If an ESA or MMPA research or enhancement permit or Research Facility registration
is

required but have not yet been issued to conduct an activity selected for a Prescott Grant,
would the Prescott application be held up or denied because the MMPA research permit or
facility registration is not yet granted?

A: An application can still be reviewed and even be selected for a Prescott Grant prior to permit
research facility registration issuance. However, funds obligated prior to issuance may not be



distributed until proper permits or registration have been obtained. For information on permit
requirements and applications procedures, contact the NMFS Office of Protected Resources (see
CONTACTYS) or see the following website:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/prot_res/PR1/Permits/prilpermits_types.html.

Q: Is there a problem (conflict of interest) with having a Co-PI that might eventually fill a
position described in the proposal? For example, the propaosal is for expanded coverage and
staffing needs are identified. Would it be OK for the Co-PI to be hired as one of those staff
people?

A: The Co-PI should be listed in that position and the salary included in either the federal or non-
federal

budget portion. There is no conflict unless the Co-P1 s salary is part of the non-Federal in-kind
match.

If that is the case, then another type of in-kind match must be used.

Q: Does post release monitoring using sat elliteor VHF tags requireaM MPA permit or
areweallowed todothisaspart o our normal rehabilitation activities?

A: Post nease nonitoig d ainelsriemsed dte ehabilitao wig steélite WF tgs
(adache hva stand gte dp a ctei) tamiton e € wsesf @& h Dita bn de soin

re gne andteodha MMPA/ESAreseare mmcemp eit.nrb v v efrh eup p oss e |
reseaoriede dots uccedhditaibnoh ¢ tac reme c lgre si e x peeratfla n d
inaviehenersehre mmcemp eitm erqine d .

Q: Wherein the application package should the bibliography/citation lists be placed?

A: The ibliograylos taipbons hat ar e ai g éeerdb n he ar neetmpogs al sldh k@
phacedheatk foheamive drarecrnsdate r e dophagrGlgpg emil. Any

sup dimg doecyitpnuibdo n ® ede recsh ader n  &Efic by mnmotn endht e

n aaiv ehod Ib @ edh iPt&S u ptip g rd oecraittmn .

Q: An authorized researcher and avolunteer for a LOA holder would liketoapply for a
grant for operation costs for recovery and treat ment and not for a research grant. Would
this person bedligiblefor this category?

A:The thdzederelser cc @yl f aers e argnd nw W dirite do tmeragn t
I bwever, ehrsearder igoplyirg fo oly perdia ostsfo ecovery o teaemrent, eh
theyouwl begpaohe AOQdksefétsan o wuMallwthn hte 2 marava imit D r
th aliOA hildefMmeyo ld & Bmhhé ofr o pemcaossnt spug ofe c ey ame ane n t
if heywe a deehtud egseieasdts unshh &vb egne goirothte FR

Q: Theresearchproposal that is being submitted requires receiving samples from or
analyses from aNMFSresear ch employee. How much help can | get from this researcher

to finalize my application?

A:The MF Sembd ¢ e cath plyuwth a8 g @ginhyth es id eovpeeln t

jusif cadnifororvk @ wiing d he dual poogplheycgmweerle s¢das a

c Ha br et ,gve qu a sltid s plms thad ke odlectada did alyae s d awd
for maurseennd e anhytdl sadhdt yowd s e iouryalpcpadn Theycaals o
p r odveioywth hte rited porh e et d s o leaanor ars&isader bnegu s eod t
c mple t dist r e s ecdAtadhadn. You nus tde tify i n wubge thgif ¢ adni whic hc 3
aeotd usetieb f @adeeprd ¢ eo fhigic teléatnor ayrsadsn @ u ¢ B coatnbneo
paohenkmnd oad mig cpoorm @ rhte agnrt



Q: On form 424 number 5. What is the legal nametouse?

A: Th ee b alaensihte th dz e dga@aznaan s neal®A hld e d,egsei esatd ) Th e
principadesdaitor ne @as in lobkfdrrpemle om@ ct exdna etr sivalving
ths a wm@dtnPe a seeehse ont ka pipacndb r no roruve bamg e .

Q: On form 424 number 13: must start and end dat esbe exactly one calendar year?
A:Ther&npeordbrhg aaw (GO O fealbdsith 2%mad mignayebas
log ass nee(dmdiree sy)e aanpée hterqpppsedrw aw dcaonantl ath e
sarthte mev aefteSerher 102A@e&pta@cdntaada deThe st artteusike
onherdioth ¢ onih .tb w v ehretasrd atmyebeliarh a h erggnd awa ae fihere
is $ro n g sfic @o nn hte oppra b re1 ¢ hd & Mo sporp @dsaer xep e do th e pya@ &
h we v ehrettagn p eordma yeb sfte idn el ntly alnatd atedwthte se @D mk
poped.

Q: Form LLL - doesthis apply if the applicant does any |obbying what soever

paid by any source of funds or ONLY if funds from the Prescott grant will beusedto pay a
lobbyist? Theinstructions on page 2 of Form CD-511 suggest that form LLL isonly
necessary if lobbying isdonewithregard tol can insuranceand loan guarantees.
A:Lobings dolsefcthére has bheeyn stpogohb yb rheragnpro g bam
awrdehe LL 5 onplete dcicrabhz e ith 3 USC B52 whic hee scribbysgliob
regarod fetdledracstanr@rsgBa £idyl o f ealporey anyvebu s e ¢ b onrg
Fromhe regs:

@@ )No n e hoeli h daspoppiard d Iy @dma y le exmpcee dhleg/ipte nd &
Fedecailacgrabarmr ceadvpe ragemth oy ya s on hdurecnm go r
ate min gb nfulecre affic eor pdnge of a&amycsa lher g re @ nffioer
or pinge oofgCe ®r apbdegne o feab ®r @G re s @ canwth gn
Fedralioaadtscrib@adagph2) lesf daie orti



